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Recent decades have witnessed an impressive process of normative development in international law.

Numerous new treaties have been concluded, at global and regional levels, establishing far-reaching

international legal and regulatory regimes in important areas such as human rights, international trade,

environmental protection, criminal law, intellectual property, and more. New political and judicial institutions

have been established to develop, apply and adjudicate these rules. This trend has been accompanied by the

growing consolidation of treaty norms into international custom, and increas
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