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The dissertation has five chapters. Chapter one provides a general sketch of the CDF's historical competency to

safeguard doctrine in order to highlight its relatively recent competency to promote it. Chapter two presents the

pastoral incentives which led to the reform of the Roman Curia in Pastor bonus in general and of the norms for

the CDF in particular. Chapter three illustrates how the CDF, the International Theological Commission (ITC),

and the Pontifical Biblical Commission (PBC) have promoted doctrine since Pastor bonus through the analysis

of selected documents. Chapter four traces the genesis, development, and pastoral incentives to the revision of

canon 754 in order to draw parallels to Pastor bonus and to determine the canon's applicability to the reception

of doctrine promoted by the CDF. Chapter five assesses related questions to the topic and offers an assessment

of the consistency with which the CDF, ITC, and PBC have employed ecclesiastical documents for the purpose

of promoting doctrine
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