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Courts and royal households played a crucial role in the development of the political organization of early

modern monarchies. The Duchy of Burgundy was the first to establish a highly sophisticated household that

approximated perfection at the organizational level, and for this reason was recognised by contemporary

monarchies. Philip I introduced this so called "Burgundian household" at the court of Castile. Soon it managed

to reinforce its preeminence over other less developed households of the Spanish monarchy, such as those of

Aragon and Castile, and it became the sole household of the Universal Monarchy
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