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Ever since Myanmar regained her independence in January 1948, the Tatmadaw (Myanmar Armed Forces) has
been crucial in restoring and maintaining law and order. It is one of the most important institutions in Myanmar
politics. Various aspects of the Tatmadaw have been studied. The most notable area of study has been the
political role of the military. This study looks at the organizational development of the Myanmar armed forces.
It analyses four different aspects of the Tatmadaw: military doctrine and strategy, organization and force
structure, armament and force modernization, and military training and officer education. It sets out security
perceptions and policies, charting developments in each phase against the situation at the time, and also notes
the contributions of the leading actors in the process. Since early 1990s, the Tatmadaw has implemented a force
modernization programme. This work studies rationales and strategy behind the force modernization
programme and examines the military capabilities of the Tatmadaw. Drawing extensively from archival sources
and existing literature, this empirically grounded research argues that, while the internal armed security threat
to the state continues to play an important role, it is the external security threat that gives more weight to the
expansion and modernization of the Tatmadaw since 1988. It also argues that, despite its imperfections, the
Tatmadaw has transformed from a force essentially for counter-insurgency operations into a force capable of
fighting in limited conventional warfare.--Publisher description
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