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This volume, representing the best papers presented at the 2012 AECT Summer Research Symposium, focuses

on the conscious adoption of aspects of design thinking, evident in a range of divergent professions (including

business, government, and medicine), extended to the field of education. Design thinking is future oriented,

concerned with "the conception and realization of new things," and at its core is focused on "planning,

inventing, making, and doing" (Cross, 1997, p.1), all of which are of value to the field of educational

technology. Chapters in the volume focus on design thinking, design process, and the design studio and were

solicited from the general membership of the Association of Educational Communications and Technology and

then evaluated by a panel of experts and the two symposium co-chairs. Examples and experiences from outside

the traditional boundaries of instructional design and educational technology enriched and balanced the

discussion. This dynamic and multidisciplinary structure forms the basis and the inspiration for the chapters of

this book. From their own viewpoints, from their own academic venues, fifteen authors express their diverse

experience and views of design in a process fashioned to elicit and develop their best ideas and explanations.

This is the ideal book for instructional designers, researchers in educational technology and instructional

technology, and anyone interested in finding both new models of designing and new ways to connect theory to

the development of a wide range of educational products
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