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This book explores new questions and approaches to the rise of autobiographical writing since the early modern
period. What motivated more and more men and women to write records of their private life? How could
private writing grow into a bestselling genre? How was this rapidly expanding genre influenced by new ideas
about history that emerged around 18007 How do we explain the paradox of the apparent privacy of publicity in
many autobiographies? Such questions are addressed with reference to well-known autobiographies and an
abundance of newfound works by persons hitherto unknown, not only
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