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We have recently seen a broadening of pragmatics to new areas and to the study of more than one language.

This is illustrated by the present volume on Contrastive Pragmatics which brings together a number of articles

originally presented at the 10th International Pragmatics Conference in Göteborg in 2007. The contributions

deal with pragmatic phenomena such as speech acts, discourse markers and modality in different language pairs

using theoretical approaches such as politeness theory, Conversation Analysis, Appraisal Theory,

grammaticalization and cultural textology. Also discourse practices
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