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This book is the first significant contribution to thoroughly examine the potential hazards associated with

snakes of the former family, Colubridae. This family contained >65% of living snake species (approximately

3,000 taxa) and has recently been split into multiple families. Many of these snakes produce oral secretions that

contain toxins and other biologically-active substances. A large variety of these snakes figure in the pet

industry, yet little documented information or formal study of their potential medical importance has been

published. Therefore, although the possible medical impor
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