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The story opens with Lázaro introducing his family: his father has died and he lives with his mother, stepfather,

who is black, and his mulatto brother. Soon after, the stepfather is also executed for stealing. Then Lázaro is in

the service of a blind man who teaches him his wiles to help him survive. The blind man is cruel and whips

Lázaro each day. Later, Lázaro has a new master, even greedier and more selfish. The master feeds his mice

before feeding Lázaro, and beats him badly. Lázaro leaves for Toledo, where he finds a squire-like rich man,

and becomes his servant. But as the days pass he
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