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In the USA the share of low-wage earners in the labour force is twice as high as in France, although it has

remained relatively constant on the other side of the Atlantic in recent years, whereas it has risen in France. The

characteristics of the workers affected in the two countries are comparable: women, young people and the low-

skilled are more than proportionately affected, groups that are also more frequently encountered in part-time

jobs. Low-wage earners have a higher risk of living in a low-income household than the average for wage and

salary earners. In the USA poor people of working age are more likely to be employed than is the case in

France. In both countries there is clearly a link between the poverty risk and the annual number of hours

worked. However, in France the working poor are more likely to be confronted with the problem of inadequate

weekly working hours, whereas the same phenomenon in the USA is clearly due to the low level of minimum

wages
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