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The performance project (Dis)Embodied V oices documented and vivified long-forgotten Early American black
women's experiences by devising a living historiography from personal letters, memoirs, diaries, court records,
poems, and newspapers. The nine origina monologues became the play | Will Speak for Myself, which
recovers sixteen women who lived between 1649 and 1865 from Vermont to New Orleans. By crafting
performance through a rigorous investment in the historical evidence and a commitment to truthful depictionin
every word and sound, the play enacts life as a free woman, as an indentured servant, and as a former slave.
This paper explores the transformation of written texts into the (Dis)Embodied V oices performance script and,
specificaly, the development of each woman's distinctive sound. In many ways, these women exemplify the
origination of the American sound and each case posed unique issues of evidence, language construction, and
dialect choices. Crafting credible identities required striking a delicate balance between scholarly rigor and
artistic license, bringing historical research and performance together so that what begin as disembodied voices
become distinctive characters that more accurately shape our understanding of the abolitionist movement, life
after davery, and the fight for women's education and equality

https://rebiunoda. pro.baratznet.cloud: 28443/OpacDiscovery/public/catal og/detail/b2FpOmNIbGVicmF0aw9uOmV zL mhcmF0Oei 5y ZW4vM jg4ODMzN Dk

Titulo: "(Dis)Embodied Voices' and (Dis)Appearing Dialects: Staging a Living Historiography of Early African
American Women electronic resource]

Editorial: Ediciones Complutense 2015-07-20

Tipo Audiovisual: Living Historiography; Slavery; Performance Studies; American Dialect; African-American
Women

Documento fuente: Complutense Journal of English Studies; Vol 23 (2015): Special Issue; 29-42

Nota general: application/pdf



Restricciones de acceso: Open access content. Open access content star
Lengua: English

Enlace a fuente de infor macién: Complutense Journal of English Studies; Vol 23 (2015): Specia 1ssue; 29-42
Complutense Journal of English Studies; Vol. 23 (2015): Special 1ssue; 29-42 2386-3935

Otrasrelaciones: https://revistas.ucm.es/index.php/CIES/article/view/49355/45980

Baratz I nnovacién Documental

e Gran Via, 59 28013 Madrid
e (+34) 91 456 03 60
e informa@baratz.es


https://revistas.ucm.es/index.php/CJES/article/view/49355/45980

