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The European Union (EU) has provided trade preferences to the African, Caribbean and Pacific (ACP)

countries since 1975. To maintain these preferences, a series of economic partnership agreements (EPAs)

between the EU and regional groupings of ACP countries are being agreed, (negotiations started around 2003

and many framework agreements have been signed). As multilateral negotiations within the World Trade

Organisation have stalled, EPAs are currently the single most important policy issue for ACP trade. This

volume assesses EPAs and the potential impact on ACP countries, provides guidance
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