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Texts from murals and capstones at Ek' Balam provide a unique window onto some of the rituals practiced by

the dynastic founder and the ruling population at the site, allowing a greater understanding of Late Classic elite

Maya culture in the northern lowlands during this time period. Ek' Balam's history diverges from that of other

northern Classic polities, with a late establishment of the royal dynasty and apparent ties to Classic period sites

in the southern and western lowlands. Almanacs from the hieroglyphic Maya codices, with antecedents dating

to the Late and Terminal Classic periods, provide a useful source of data for interpreting iconographic and

textual references to ritual events occurring in the late 8th and early 9th centuries at Ek' Balam

Texts from murals and capstones at Ek' Balam provide a unique window onto some of the rituals practiced by

the dynastic founder and the ruling population at the site, allowing a greater understanding of Late Classic elite

Maya culture in the northern lowlands during this time period. Ek' Balam's history diverges from that of other

northern Classic polities, with a late establishment of the royal dynasty and apparent ties to Classic period sites

in the southern and western lowlands. Almanacs from the hieroglyphic Maya codices, with antecedents dating

to the Late and Terminal Classic periods, provide a useful source of data for interpreting iconographic and

textual references to ritual events occurring in the late 8th and early 9th centuries at Ek' Balam

https://rebiunoda.pro.baratznet.cloud:28443/OpacDiscovery/public/catalog/detail/b2FpOmNlbGVicmF0aW9uOmVzLmJhcmF0ei5yZW4vMjkwNzkyMTM

Título: Reconstructing Elite Maya Rituals in the Northern Lowlands: A View from the Maya Codices and Ek' 

Balam electronic resource]

Editorial:  Ediciones Complutense 2019-07-05

Tipo Audiovisual:  Maya codices; Ek' Balam; elite rituals; yearbearer ceremonies códices mayas; Ek' Balam; 

rituales de la élite; ceremonias del portador del año

Variantes del título: Reconstruyendo rituales de la élite maya en las Tierras Bajas del norte. Una mirada desde los 

códices mayas y Ek' Balam



Documento fuente: Revista Española de Antropología Americana; Vol. 49 Núm. Especial (2019): En memoria de 

Alfonso Lacadena García-Gallo (2019); 241-263

Nota general: application/pdf

Restricciones de acceso: Open access content. Open access content star

Condiciones de uso y reproducción: Derechos de autor 2019 Revista Española de Antropología Americana

Lengua: Spanish

Enlace a fuente de información: Revista Española de Antropología Americana; Vol. 49 Núm. Especial (2019): En 

 memoria de Alfonso Lacadena García-Gallo (2019); 241-263 Revista Española de Antropología Americana; Vol 49 

 No Especial (2019): En memoria de Alfonso Lacadena García-Gallo (2019); 241-263  1988-2718 0556-6533

Otras relaciones:  https://revistas.ucm.es/index.php/REAA/article/view/64969/4564456551596 /*ref*/Barrera 

Vásquez, Alfredo, Juan Ramón Bastarrachea Manzano, William Brito Sansores, Refugio Vermont Salas, David 

Dzul Góngora y Domingo Dzul Poot, eds. 1995. Diccionario maya: maya-español, español-maya. 3ª edición. 

 México: Editorial Porrúa /*ref*/Brasseur de Bourbourg, Charles E. 1869-70. Manuscrit Troano: Etudes sur le 

 système graphique et la langue des Mayas. París: Imprimerie Impériale /*ref*/Bricker, Harvey M. y Victoria R. 

 Bricker. 2011. Astronomy in the Maya Codices. Filadelfia: American Philosophical Society /*ref*/Bricker, 

Victoria R., Eleuterio Po'ot Yah y Ofelia Dzul de Po'ot. 1998. A Dictionary of the Maya Language as Spoken in 

 Hocabá, Yucatán. Salt Lake City: University of Utah Press /*ref*/Christenson, Allen. 2001. Art and Society in a 

 Highland Maya Community: The Altarpiece of Santiago Atitlan. Austin: University of Texas Press /*ref*

 /Christenson, Allen. 2003. Popol Vuh: The Sacred Book of the Maya. Nueva York: O Books /*ref*/Christenson, 

Allen. 2016. The Burden of the Ancients: Maya Ceremonies of World Renewal from the Pre-Columbian Period to 

 the Present. Austin: University of Texas Press /*ref*/Chuchiak, John F. IV. 2004. 'The Images Speak: The Survival 

and Production of Hieroglyphic Codices and their Use in Post-Conquest Maya Religion (1580-1720)', en 

Continuity and Change: Maya Religious Practices in Temporal Perspective, Daniel Graña Behrens, Nikolai Grube, 

Christian Prager, Frauke Sachse, Stefanie Teufel y Elizabeth Wagner, eds., pp. 165-183. Acta Mesoamericana 14. 

 Markt Schwaben: Anton Saurwein /*ref*/Clancy, Flora. 2009. The Monuments of Piedras Negras, an Ancient 

 Maya City. Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press /*ref*/Filloy Nadal, Laura. 2018. 'The Importance of 

Visage, Facial Treatment, and Idiosyncratic Traits in Maya Royal Portraiture during the Reign of K'inich Janaab' 

Pakal of Palenque, 615-683 CE', en Social Skins of the Head: Body Beliefs and Ritual in Ancient Mesoamerica and 

 the Andes, Vera Tiesler y María Cecilia Lozada, eds., pp. 109-127. Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press

/*ref*/Förstemann, Ernst. 1880. Die Maya Handschrift der Königlichen öffentlichen Bibliothek zu Dresden. 

 Leipzig: Verlag der A. Naumannschen Lichtdruckeret /*ref*/Harrison-Buck, Eleanor, Astrid Runggaldier y Alec 

Gantos. 2018. 'It's the Journey not the Destination: Maya New Year's Pilgrimage and Self-Sacrifice as Regenerative 

 Power'. Journal of Social Archaeology 18 (3): 325-347 /*ref*/Houston, Stephen D. y Takeshi Inomata. 2009. The 

 Classic Maya. Nueva York: Cambridge University Press /*ref*/Houston, Stephen D. y David Stuart. 2001. 

'Peopling the Classic Maya Court', en Royal Courts of the Classic Maya. Vol. 1: Theory, Comparison, and 

 Synthesis, Takeshi Inomata y Stephen D. Houston, eds., pp. 54-83. Boulder: Westview Press /*ref*/Hull, Kerry y 

David Carrasco. 2004. 'MAK-'Portal' Rituals Uncovered: An Approach to Interpreting Symbolic Architecture and 

the Creation of Sacred Space among the Maya', en Continuity and Change: Maya Religious Practices in Temporal 

Perspective, Daniel Graña Behrens, Nikolai Grube, Christian Prager, Frauke Sachse, Stefanie Teufel y Elizabeth 

 Wagner, eds., pp. 134-140. Acta Mesoamericana 14. Markt Schwaben: Saurwein Verlag /*ref*/Inomata, Takeshi. 

2011. 'The Power and Ideology of Artistic Creation: Elite Craft Specialists in Classic Maya Society'. Current 

 Anthropology 42 (3): 321-349 /*ref*/Knowlton, Timothy. 2010. Maya Creation Myths: Words and Worlds of the 

 Chilam Balam. Boulder: University Press of Colorado /*ref*/Knowlton, Timothy y Gabrielle Vail. 2010. 'Hybrid 

Cosmologies in Mesoamerica: A Reevaluation of the yax cheel cab, a Maya World Tree'. Ethnohistory 57 (4): 709-

 739 /*ref*/Lacadena, Alfonso. 2000. 'Los escribas del Códice de Madrid: Metodología paleográfica'. Revista 

 Española de Antropología Americana 30: 27-85 /*ref*/Lacadena, Alfonso. 2004. The Glyphic Corpus from Ek' 

 Balam, Yucatán. FAMSI Grantee Reports. http://www.famsi.org/reports/01057/index.html /*ref*/Lacadena, 

Alfonso. 2010. 'Highland Mexican and Maya Intellectual Exchange in the Late Postclassic: Some Thoughts on the 

Origin of Shared Elements and Methods of Interaction', en Astronomers, Scribes, and Priests: Intellectual 

Interchange between the Northern Maya Lowlands and Highland Mexico during the Late Postclassic Period, 

https://revistas.ucm.es/index.php/REAA/article/view/64969/4564456551596


 Gabrielle Vail y Christine Hernández, eds., pp. 383-405. Washington, D.C.: Dumbarton Oaks /*ref*/Landa, Fray 

Diego de. 2000 [c.1566]. Relación de las cosas de Yucatán: Escrita por el Obispo de Yucatán, basado en las 

 tradiciones orales de los antiguos Mayas. México: Monclem Ediciones /*ref*/Las Casas, Fray Bartolomé de. 1967 

[c.1550]. Apologética historia sumaria de las Indias. 2 vols. México: Instituto de Investigaciones Históricas, 

 Universidad Nacional Autónoma de México /*ref*/Love, Bruce. 1994. The Paris Codex: Handbook for a Maya 

 Priest. Austin: University of Texas Press /*ref*/Martínez Hernández, Juan, ed. 1929. Diccionario de Motul maya-

español atribuido a fray Antonio de Ciudad Real, y Arte de la lengua maya por fray Juan Coronel. Mérida: Talleres 

 de la Compañía Tipográfica Yucateca /*ref*/Mathews, Peter. 1993. The Proceedings of the Maya Hieroglyphic 

 Weekend, October 31-November 1, 1992. Transcripción de Phil Wanyerka. Cleveland: Cleveland State University

/*ref*/Proskouriakoff, Tatiana. 1962. 'The Artifacts of Mayapan', en Mayapan, Yucatan, Mexico, Harry E.D. 

Pollock, Ralph L. Roys, Tatiana Proskouriakoff y A. Ledyard Smith, eds., pp. 321-442. Washington, D.C.: 

 Carnegie Institution of Washington /*ref*/Pugh, Timothy, Prudence M. Rice, Evelyn Chan Nieto y Don S. Rice. 

 2016. 'A Chak'an Itza Center at Nixtun-Ch'ich', Petén, Guatemala'. Journal of Field Archaeology 41 (1): 1-16 /*ref*

/Reents-Budet, Dorie. 1994. Painting the Maya Universe: Royal Ceramics of the Classic Period. Durham: Duke 

 University Press /*ref*/Rosny, Léon de. 1883. Codex Cortesianus. Manuscrit hiératique des anciens indiens de 

 l'Amérique Centrale, conservé au Musée Archéologique de Madrid. París: Libraires de la Société d'Ethnographie

/*ref*/Rossi, Franco, William A. Saturno y Heather Hurst. 2015. 'Maya Codex Book Production and the Politics of 

Expertise: Archaeology of a Classic Period Household at Xultun, Guatemala'. American Anthropologist 117 (1): 

 116-132 /*ref*/Saturno, William A., Franco Rossi, David Stuart y Heather Hurst. 2017. 'A Maya curia regis: 

 Evidence for a Hierarchical Specialist Order at Xultun, Guatemala'. Ancient Mesoamerica 28 (2): 423-440 /*ref*

/Seler, Eduard. 1902-23. Gesammelte Abhandlungen zur Amerikanischen Sprach- und Alterthumskunde. 5 vols. 

 Berlin: A. Asher /*ref*/Stuart, David y George Stuart. 2008. Palenque: Eternal City of the Maya. Nueva York: 

 Thames and Hudson /*ref*/Taube, Karl A. 1988a. The Ancient Yucatec New Year Festival: The Liminal Period in 

 Maya Ritual and Cosmology. Tesis Doctoral. New Haven: Yale University /*ref*/Taube, Karl A. 1988b. 'A 

 Prehispanic Maya Katun Wheel'. Journal of Anthropological Research 44 (2): 183-203 /*ref*/Taube, Karl A. 1992. 

The Major Gods of Ancient Yucatan. Studies in Pre-Columbian Art and Archaeology 32. Washington, D.C.: 

 Dumbarton Oaks /*ref*/Taube, Karl A. 1993. Aztec and Maya Myths. Austin y Londres: University of Texas y The 

 British Museum /*ref*/Taube, Karl A., William A. Saturno, David Stuart y Heather Hurst. 2010. 'The Murals of 

San Bartolo, El Petén, Guatemala; Part 2: The West Wall'. Ancient America 10. Barnardsville: Boundary End 

 Archaeology Research Center /*ref*/Thompson, J. Eric S. 1934. 'Sky Bearers, Colors, and Directions in Maya and 

Mexican Religion ', en Contributions to American Archaeology 10, pp. 209-242. Washington, D.C.: Carnegie 

 Institution of Washington /*ref*/Vail, Gabrielle. 2005. 'Renewal Ceremonies in the Madrid Codex', en Painted 

Books and Indigenous Knowledge in Mesoamerica: Manuscript Studies in Honor of Mary Elizabeth Smith, 

 Elizabeth Hill Boone, ed., pp. 179-209. Middle American Research Institute 69. Nueva Orleans: Tulane University

/*ref*/Vail, Gabrielle. 2015. 'Scribal Interaction and the Transmission of Traditional Knowledge: A Postclassic 

 Maya Perspective'. Ethnohistory 62 (3): 445-468 /*ref*/Vail, Gabrielle y Christine Hernández. 2002-2018. Maya 

 Hieroglyphic Codices Database. http://mayacodices.org /*ref*/Vail, Gabrielle y Christine Hernández. 2013. Re-

creating Primordial Time: Foundation Rituals and Mythology in the Postclassic Maya Codices. Boulder: University 

 Press of Colorado /*ref*/Vail, Gabrielle y Matthew G. Looper. 2015. 'World Renewal Rituals among the 

 Postclassic Yucatec Maya and Contemporary Ch'orti' Maya'. Estudios de Cultura Maya 45: 121-140 /*ref*/Vail, 

Gabrielle y Andrea Stone. 2002. 'Representations of Women in Postclassic and Colonial Maya Literature and Art', 

 en Ancient Maya Women, Traci Ardren, ed., pp. 203-228. Walnut Creek: Alta Mira Press /*ref*/Villacorta, J. 

 Antonio y Carlos A. Villacorta. 1976 [1930]. Códices mayas. Guatemala: Tipografía Nacional /*ref*/Ximénez, 

Francisco. 1929-31 [1722]. Historia de la provincia de San Vicente de Chiapa y Guatemala. Biblioteca 

'Goathemala' de la Sociedad de Geografía e Historia de Guatemala, Tomos I, II y III. Guatemala: Tipografía 

Nacional

Baratz Innovación Documental

Gran Vía, 59 28013 Madrid

(+34) 91 456 03 60

informa@baratz.es




