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Over the years, the field of sedimentology has become subdivided into various specialities. Two of the largest

groups are those who study clastic rocks and those who study carbonates. There is little communication

between the two: journals appear which are exclusively devoted to one or the other, and research conferences

tend to be mutually exclusive. On the other hand, rocks themselves cannot be ""pigeon-holed"" in this way - the

facies change from clastic to carbonate both laterally and through time. This volume stems from the editors'

observations of such changes in the Gulf of Mexico a
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