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During the sixteenth century the Royal Treasury of Castile felt compelled to increase tax collection in order to
meet its funding needs, as a consequence of the ceaseless growth of the public debt in the form of juros.
However, by the seventeenth century, it was becoming more and more difficult to comply with that target, as
the general economic situation was getting worse and the Monarchy's expenditure persisted to an exceeding
degree, whereas new securities continued to be issued. Therefore, the Crown had no choice but trying to control
its own debt, taking measures to reduce the interest to be paid annually. This article analyses some of those
measures but, above all, it assesses their consequences not only for the public debt and the monarchical policy,
but also for the general financial and socia course
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