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The poplar pollard is the black poplar (Populus nigra) grown under periodical pollarding by the rural

communities of the Iberian Chain for the production of building limbs, firewood and fodder. It's a traditional

forestry management system which makes compatible an intense cattle raising charge with the production of

wood. Periodical pollarding quarantes high productivity and increases tree's longevity. Poplar pollard

specimens rare in large dimensions and with notable ages are common. Black poplar pollards shape one unique

landscape with its own personality, one cultural heritage bequeathed forward by ancestors, one peerless vegetal

architecture, and they play ecological functions in Iberian system agrosystems. During the second half of the

XXth century social and economic changes happened which have resulted in lack of exploitation and the

functional crisis of the trees, however in a growing social appreciation as heritage element as well. Aragon's

Government has declared Good of Immaterial Cultural Interest the knowledge of the people who have created

and taken care of poplar pollards. And it has created the Park of the Poplar Pollard of the High Alfambra, an

ethnologic, landscaping and historical heritage conservation tool that poplar pollards grasslands are and a social

and economic development mean in this territory
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