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This work focuses on the study of the effects on social welfare generated by the scheme of joint taxation of the
Spanish Personal Income Tax (PIT), whose peculiarity, linked to its condition of optionality allows the
minimization of households tax bill. Different scenarios are ssmulated using the tax-benefit microsimulator of
the European Commission EUROMOD with data from the Survey on Income and Living Conditions
corresponding to 2016. In order to measure the welfare, the PIT in force is taken as reference and then it is
compared with two alternatives, one, in which the families that currently can opt for this system are forced to
pay jointly, and another, in which the only taxation scheme was individual. The results show that the Spanish
system is revealed as a generator of additional welfare linked both to the circumstance of allowing an option to
families, as well as to the fact of designing a specific system of joint taxation. In addition, it is shown that the
policy recommendations would be different if only the study of ine-quality had been considered, since the net
income gains of the current system offset the possible improve-ments in inequality of the simulated
aternatives. Our results, therefore, also reinforce the convenience of adopting an approach that simultaneously
considers efficiency and equity
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