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Active labour market policies are considered fundamental to favour the increase in employment and the
reduction of unemployment. The objective of this paper is to examine public expenditure in these policies, the
budgetary effort they represent, their scope and effectiveness. The amounts and their distribution among the
different measures adopted in the years 2004- 2019 have been examined. The results obtained make it possible
to distinguish two sub-periods. Between 2004 and 2012, public expenditure is mostly allocated to employment
incentives and training. On the other hand, between 2013 and 2019, there is a greater distribution of resources
between the different types of actions. They aso show that the budgetary effort in terms of gross domestic
product is between 0.52% and 0.84%, and that the scope of public expenditure on active policiesin relation to
the unemployment rate is between 0.02 and 0.08. It is also observed that this expenditure and the number of
employees is positively correlated. It is concluded that the budgetary effort is relatively small, and the scope is
reduced, although public expenditure on active policies favours employment moderately during the period
considered
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