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The article identifies four key factors to consider when making an iconographic analysis of ornamental
Marinids zillij of al-Attarin Madrasa of Fez. Assuming they do not currently have primary sources that directly
indicate the artistic motivations, nor the technical and / or symbolic reasons behind the design of geometric
patterns, are proposed as a basis for analyzing the context in which it arises the masterpiece. Topics are focused
on the historical and political context of the Merinid Dynasty, such as jihad in the Iberian Peninsula, the rise of
this dynasty to power and the need for legitimacy. As well as the institution of the madrasa, its emergence and
adaptation in the Maghreb and the Quranic texts epigraphic bands accompanying zillij geometry
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