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Many contemporary sociological approaches are inspired by Michel Foucault's research on "neoliberalism". As

it is known, at the end of the seventies the author analyzed neoliberalism's main microeconomic theories and

ventured that the program of a "governmental rationality" was present in them. Furthermore, he suggested that

the subjectivity encouraged by such rationality was an individual "entrepreneur of himself". In this article I will

explain the "origin" and the methodological use of both this concept and "enterprise form" (also presented by

Foucault in this research, although briefly). With this, I seek to argue that the latter can be used, in a more

"finished" and "plastic" way than the former, to think neoliberal subjectivity. This is because "enterprise form"

is not confined only to the classic economic investment-return formula and might allow the inclusion of other

actions, such as competition. In fact, neoliberal microeconomics itself defined competition as its general

principle, but the notion of "entrepreneur of himself" leaves it aside. Likewise, I will point out that "enterprise

form" offers the possibility of outlining other neoliberal subjectivities, those related to the field of management,

which from the eighties to our days have also made competition the focus of its thought

Many contemporary sociological approaches are inspired by Michel Foucault's research on "neoliberalism". As

it is known, at the end of the seventies the author analyzed neoliberalism's main microeconomic theories and

ventured that the program of a "governmental rationality" was present in them. Furthermore, he suggested that

the subjectivity encouraged by such rationality was an individual "entrepreneur of himself". In this article I will

explain the "origin" and the methodological use of both this concept and "enterprise form" (also presented by

Foucault in this research, although briefly). With this, I seek to argue that the latter can be used, in a more

"finished" and "plastic" way than the former, to think neoliberal subjectivity. This is because "enterprise form"

is not confined only to the classic economic investment-return formula and might allow the inclusion of other

actions, such as competition. In fact, neoliberal microeconomics itself defined competition as its general

principle, but the notion of "entrepreneur of himself" leaves it aside. Likewise, I will point out that "enterprise

form" offers the possibility of outlining other neoliberal subjectivities, those related to the field of management,

which from the eighties to our days have also made competition the focus of its thought

Many contemporary sociological approaches are inspired by Michel Foucault's research on "neoliberalism". As

it is known, at the end of the seventies the author analyzed neoliberalism's main microeconomic theories and

ventured that the program of a "governmental rationality" was present in them. Furthermore, he suggested that

the subjectivity encouraged by such rationality was an individual "entrepreneur of himself". In this article I will

explain the "origin" and the methodological use of both this concept and "enterprise form" (also presented by

Foucault in this research, although briefly). With this, I seek to argue that the latter can be used, in a more

"finished" and "plastic" way than the former, to think neoliberal subjectivity. This is because "enterprise form"

is not confined only to the classic economic investment-return formula and might allow the inclusion of other



actions, such as competition. In fact, neoliberal microeconomics itself defined competition as its general

principle, but the notion of "entrepreneur of himself" leaves it aside. Likewise, I will point out that "enterprise

form" offers the possibility of outlining other neoliberal subjectivities, those related to the field of management,

which from the eighties to our days have also made competition the focus of its thought

https://rebiunoda.pro.baratznet.cloud:38443/OpacDiscovery/public/catalog/detail/b2FpOmNlbGVicmF0aW9uOmVzLmJhcmF0ei5yZW4vMzE0NTEwNjQ

Título: "Empresario de sí" o "forma empresa"?: Competencia y subjetividad manageriaal electronic resource]

Editorial: 2021

Tipo Audiovisual:  Neoliberalismo  Forma Empresa  Empresario de Sí  Competencia  Subjetividad  Management

 Neoliberalism  Enterprise Form  Entrepreneur of Himself  Competition  Subjectivity  Management  Neoliberalismo

 Forma Empresa  Concorrência  Subjetividade Management

Documento fuente: Trabajo y sociedad: Indagaciones sobre el empleo, la cultura y las prácticas políticas en 

sociedades segmentadas, ISSN 1514-6871, Nº. 37, 2021, pags. 459-476

Nota general: application/pdf

Restricciones de acceso: Open access content. Open access content star

Condiciones de uso y reproducción: LICENCIA DE USO: Los documentos a texto completo incluidos en Dialnet 

son de acceso libre y propiedad de sus autores y/o editores. Por tanto, cualquier acto de reproducción, distribución, 

comunicación pública y/o transformación total o parcial requiere el consentimiento expreso y escrito de aquéllos. 

Cualquier enlace al texto completo de estos documentos deberá hacerse a través de la URL oficial de éstos en 

Dialnet. Más información: https://dialnet.unirioja.es/info/derechosOAI | INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY RIGHTS 

STATEMENT: Full text documents hosted by Dialnet are protected by copyright and/or related rights. This digital 

object is accessible without charge, but its use is subject to the licensing conditions set by its authors or editors. 

Unless expressly stated otherwise in the licensing conditions, you are free to linking, browsing, printing and 

making a copy for your own personal purposes. All other acts of reproduction and communication to the public are 

subject to the licensing conditions expressed by editors and authors and require consent from them. Any link to this 

document should be made using its official URL in Dialnet. More info: https://dialnet.unirioja.es/info/derechosOAI

Lengua: Spanish

Enlace a fuente de información: Trabajo y sociedad: Indagaciones sobre el empleo, la cultura y las prácticas 

políticas en sociedades segmentadas, ISSN 1514-6871, Nº. 37, 2021, pags. 459-476

Baratz Innovación Documental

Gran Vía, 59 28013 Madrid

(+34) 91 456 03 60

informa@baratz.es


