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Margaret Thatcher has been one of the most influential politicians in the European building process as she was

the head of one of the most outstanding member states of Europe. Numerous British and European citizens

continue to share her ideas currently so her importance goes beyond her period in politics. Her participation in

different European developments such as the Single European Act or the British Rebate has consequences that

still affect the whole of Europe. In addition, the iconic strength of his figure has been widely used during the

campaign that preceded the British referendum that led to the brexit. The present investigation explores the

figure of Thatcher from a unique perspective when analyzing her contributions to the process of European

construction in the context of her contributions and her concerns to the integration process. The direct analysis

of her actions and her statements regarding European integration are the basic pillar of the research carried out,

with the aim of clarifying Thatcher's position with regard to the European Union. Therefore, primary sources

are essential, complementing secondary sources of high academic quality that have treated the subject

tangentially. The problem of separating myth from reality, of discerning a character highly manipulated by

different political actors to take advantage of her popularity, even today high, has been the greatest challenge of

this research, whose results clearly reflect a Thatcher united to Europe, but not to the European Union

Margaret Thatcher has been one of the most influential politicians in the European building process as she was

the head of one of the most outstanding member states of Europe. Numerous British and European citizens

continue to share her ideas currently so her importance goes beyond her period in politics. Her participation in

different European developments such as the Single European Act or the British Rebate has consequences that

still affect the whole of Europe. In addition, the iconic strength of his figure has been widely used during the

campaign that preceded the British referendum that led to the brexit. The present investigation explores the

figure of Thatcher from a unique perspective when analyzing her contributions to the process of European

construction in the context of her contributions and her concerns to the integration process. The direct analysis

of her actions and her statements regarding European integration are the basic pillar of the research carried out,

with the aim of clarifying Thatcher's position with regard to the European Union. Therefore, primary sources

are essential, complementing secondary sources of high academic quality that have treated the subject

tangentially. The problem of separating myth from reality, of discerning a character highly manipulated by

different political actors to take advantage of her popularity, even today high, has been the greatest challenge of

this research, whose results clearly reflect a Thatcher united to Europe, but not to the European Union

https://rebiunoda.pro.baratznet.cloud:38443/OpacDiscovery/public/catalog/detail/b2FpOmNlbGVicmF0aW9uOmVzLmJhcmF0ei5yZW4vMzE3NDM1MjA



Título: Margaret Thatcher: brexit precursor or recalcitrant pro-European electronic resource]

Editorial:  Centro de Estudios Políticos y Constitucionales 2020-02-17

Tipo Audiovisual:  Thatcher; United Kingdom; European Union; European cooperation; European integration

Thatcher; Reino Unido; Unión Europea; cooperación europea; integración europea

Variantes del título: Margaret Thatcher: precursora del brexit o europeísta ambigua?

Documento fuente: Historia y Política; Vol. 42 (2019): Redes transnacionales del anarquismo en América: los 

militantes y sus publicaciones; 331-356

Nota general:  application/pdf  text/html application/xml

Restricciones de acceso: Open access content. Open access content star

Condiciones de uso y reproducción: Derechos de autor 2020 Historia y Política

Lengua: Spanish

Enlace a fuente de información: Historia y Política; Vol. 42 (2019): Redes transnacionales del anarquismo en 

 América: los militantes y sus publicaciones; 331-356 Historia y Política; Vol. 42 (2019): Redes transnacionales del 

 anarquismo en América: los militantes y sus publicaciones; 331-356  1989-063X 1575-0361

Otras relaciones:  https://revistas.ucm.es/index.php/HPOL/article/view/67725/4564456552971 https://revistas.ucm.

 es/index.php/HPOL/article/view/67725/4564456552972 https://revistas.ucm.es/index.php/HPOL/article/view/67725

 /4564456552973 /*ref*/Dehousse, R. (1992). Integration v. regulation? On the dynamics of regulation in the 

European Community. JCMS: Journal of Common Market Studies, 30 (4), 383-402. Disponible en: https://doi.org

 /10.1111/j.1468-5965.1992.tb00438.x. /*ref*/Dobrovoljec, D. y Nyman-Metcalf, K. (2001). Enlargement of the 

European Union. A Regatta with moving goal posts. European Journal of Law Reform, 3, 131. Disponible en: 

 https://doi.org/10.1023/A:1012923523347 /*ref*/Dyson, S. B. (2009). Cognitive style and foreign policy: Margaret 

Thatcher's black-and-white thinking. International Political Science Review, 30 (1), 33-48. Disponible en: 

 https://doi.org/10.1177/0192512108097055 /*ref*/Hamulák, O. y Stehlík, V. (2013). European Union 

Constitutional Law: Revealing the Complex Constitutional System of the European Union. Olomouc: Palacky 

 University Olomouc /*ref*/Hertle, H. H. (2000). Reservations about German Reunification were widespread. 

Interview with Sir Charles Powell, Private Secretary to former British Prime Minister Mrs Margaret Thatcher. 

 Potsdamer Bulletin für Zeithistorische Studien, 18, 19 /*ref*/Käsper, K. (2014). Free Movement of Students in the 

EU. En T. Kerikmäe (ed.). Protecting Human Rights in the EU (pp. 145-159). Berlin; Heidelberg: Springer. 

 Disponible en: https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-642-38902-3_9 /*ref*/Kavanagh, D. (1990). Thatcherism and British 

 politics: the end of consensus? Oxford: University Press /*ref*/Kerikmäe, T. (2013). Protecting Human Rights in 

the EU. Controversies and Challenges of the Charter of Fundamental Rights. Berlin; Heidelberg: Springer. 

 Disponible en: https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-642-38902-3 /*ref*/Kerikmäe, T. y Gräzin, I. (2000). Euroopa Liit ja 

 õigus. Tallinn: Õiguskirjastus /*ref*/King, A. (1985). Margaret Thatcher: The style of a prime minister. En A. King 

(ed.). The British prime minister (pp. 96-140). London: Palgrave. Disponible en: https://doi.org/10.1007/978-1-349-

 17887-2_5 /*ref*/Moon, J. (1993). Innovative leadership in democracy: policy change under Thatcher. Aldershot: 

 Darmouth Publishing Company /*ref*/Moravcsik, A. (1991). Negotiating the Single European Act: National 

interests and conventional statecraft in the European Community. International Organization, 45 (1), 19-56. 

 Disponible en: https://doi.org/10.1017/S0020818300001387 /*ref*/Rhodes, R. A. (1995). From prime ministerial 

power to core executive. En Prime minister, cabinet and core executive (pp. 11-37). London: Palgrave. Disponible 

 en: https://doi.org/10.1007/978-1-349-24141-5 /*ref*/Roots, L. (2018). Impact of the Article 50 of TEU on 

Migration of the EU Workers in Case of Brexit. En Brexit (pp. 249-264). Cham: Springer. Disponible en: 

https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-73414-9_15. Skidelsky, R. J. A. (ed.). (1988). Thatcherism. London: Chatto and 

 Windus /*ref*/Stewart, D. (2009). The Path to Devolution and Change: a political history of Scotland under 

 Margaret Thatcher. London; New York: IB Tauris /*ref*/Thatcher, M. (1977). Let our children grow tall: selected 

 speeches, 1975-1977. London: Centre for Policy Studies /*ref*/Thatcher, M. (1989). The revival of Britain: 

 speeches on home and European affairs, 1975-1988. London: Aurum Press /*ref*/Thatcher, M. (1993). The 

 downing street years. London: Harper Collins /*ref*/Thatcher, M. (1995). The path to power. New York: Harper 

 Collins Publishers /*ref*/Thatcher, M. (2002). Statecraft: strategies for a changing world. New Statesman, 131, 51-

https://revistas.ucm.es/index.php/HPOL/article/view/67725/4564456552971
https://revistas.ucm.es/index.php/HPOL/article/view/67725/4564456552972
https://revistas.ucm.es/index.php/HPOL/article/view/67725/4564456552972
https://revistas.ucm.es/index.php/HPOL/article/view/67725/4564456552973
https://revistas.ucm.es/index.php/HPOL/article/view/67725/4564456552973


 52  /*ref*/Thatcher, M. (2013). Margaret Thatcher: the autobiography (vol. 623). New York: Harper Press /*ref*

/Thompson, P. (1980). Margaret Thatcher: a new illusion. Perception, 9 (4), 483-484. Disponible en: https://doi.org

 /10.1068/p090483 /*ref*/Troitiño, D. R. (2013). European Integration: Building Europe (European Political, 

 Economic, and Security Issues). New York: Nova Science Publishers Incorporated /*ref*/Troitiño, D. R. (2014). 

The British position towards European integration: a different economic and political approach. Baltic Journal of 

 European Studies, 4 (1), 119-136. Disponible en: https://doi.org/10.2478/bjes-2014-0007 /*ref*/Troitiño, D. R., 

Kerikmäe, T. y Chochia, A. (eds.). (2018). Brexit: History, Reasoning and Perspectives. Berlin; Heidelberg: 

 Springer. Disponible en: https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-73414-9 /*ref*/Vernygora, V., Chaban, N. y Yi, C. D. 

(2012). Mirroring the EU? Functional capacity of integration in Asia. Trames: A Journal of the Humanities and 

 Social Sciences, 16 (1), 47. Disponible en: https://doi.org/10.3176/tr.2012.1.02 /*ref*/Wall, S. (2008). A Stranger 

in Europe: Britain and the EU from Thatcher to Blair. Oxford: University Press on Demand. Disponible en: 

https://doi.org/10.1093/acprof:oso/9780199284559.001.0001

Baratz Innovación Documental

Gran Vía, 59 28013 Madrid

(+34) 91 456 03 60

informa@baratz.es


