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Th e objective of this study is to analyze the intellectual biography of the Chilean Positivist Vaentin Letélier,
who, from 1870 to 1919, produced a prolifi ¢ body of work ranging from concerns about the administrative
problems of the State to theoretical questions regarding the development of the Human Sciences. Our
hypothesis is that Letelier, inspired by the Positivism of Comte, Spencer y Mill, refl ected deeply, through an
inductive method, in the hopes of transforming the social knowledge of the formal Human Sciences and thus
elevate society and its (social, political, and juridical) relations to a "scientifi ¢" or "positivist" level. Th is
perspective allows us to observe the disciplinary and scientifi ¢ evolution of this body of knowledge and
understand how Positivism came to replace Enlightenment thinking on the academic and intellectual stage in
Latin Americain the second half of the 19th century
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