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The article investigates the discursive practices of the Chilean State in relation to women who practice
prostitution, sex trade or sex work. We perform an analysis based on the studies made on discourse about the
issue, from pragmatic and realizative perspectives of the language. From the 18 regulations and laws we
identify acts of speech, such as implicatures or indirect reference and interdiscourses. In the results we present
three categories as we call them: definitions, prescriptions and transformations. The definitions are used to
describe an activity and the intervention agents. Prescriptions materialize the discourse through obligations and
instructions dictated to impose social control. And the transformations, which is related to the first and the
second, creates a new situation regarding the activity through the updating of mechanisms and the definition of
new subjects. We conclude that the rules produce discursive practices for the socia control of the bodies of
prostitutes and sex workers, placing them in the line of abnormality, in this way they define a behavioral guide
for the rest of women
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