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Introduction. This paper gathers elements that lead to understanding of how the questions, categories, ways of

thinking and values of people who have Chagas disease, resident in urban areas from Argentina, intervene as

part of the phenomenon "urbanization of Chagas disease". Objective. To evaluate the conceptions on Chagas of

people with positive Chagas serology, who reside in the Metropolitan area of La Plata (Buenos Aires,

Argentina) and to evaluate the impact in their daily lives of such conceptions and of the "chagasic" condition

itself Materials and methods. We used a qualitative approach and tried to understand, by means of semi-

structured interviews, the perception of their situation and their thoughts in terms of the healthdisease

interaction process. Results. We identified conceptions and practices that these individuals create in order to

face this particular problem; also identifying the perception they have of their condition and how this affects the

development of their daily life. Their speeches are crossed by dimensions linked with certain fears and also

with the naturalization of the problem generally accompanied by an attitude of resignation faced with the

inevitable. Conclusions. We consider the survey as an important input coming directly from people affected by

Chagas, since they provide the basis for developing didactic resources and strategies aimed at placing the

problem in public agendas, optimizing the therapeutic communication and promoting the analysis of this

problem in spaces of formal and non formal education
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