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Analitica

The Declaracion, by the converso Juan €l Vigio, is an unpublished fifteenth century work in the genre of the
Judeo-Christian polemic. It is nhot an indistinct miscellany but a highly structured work on a well defined text:
Psalm 72, which it interprets verse by verse. The Declaracién cannot be earlier than the same author's
Memorial. Views of Juan as "typical”, as a "type", recall some of the problematics of converso typology since
the nineteenth century. Most of the ideas from Christian sources in Juan seem to be conventional if not
formulaic. Most readers of Juan avoid dealing with - the mgjor consistent trait of his works- the Aramaic and
Hebrew components; what Juan calls the "sabidores'. While there is the problem of unacknowledged
intermediate sources there is aso a proto philological bent in an author who avoids drawing purely on biblical
trangations and who confronts different versions. His Messianic/Christological bent is part of a tradition of
reading that particular text but it coheres with his contemporaries' predilections. Behind his arguments and
formulationsiit is possible to detect unsuspected echoes of what he cals alife spent studying the "Old law"
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