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The article seeks to analyze the social and racial construction of maternal models of the good and bad mother in

contemporary Peru (19th and 20th centuries). The study is carried out in a decolonial feminist methodological

perspective applied to history studies, mobilizing sources of diverse nature that go from medical archives,

press, administrative documentation to anthropological works. The results of this research show how the

Western model of the good mother served to essentialise social gender roles and legitimise the hegemony of the

group of Creole descendants and the white mestizo population. Although all women were considered inferior to

men and destined for motherhood, only certain women - white and from the wealthy classes - inherited the

quality of "matrons" and "patriotic mothers". The rest, indigenous, Afro and mestizo women, on the other hand,

appeared to a greater or lesser degree as second-class mothers, who had to be trained, controlled and in some

cases even limited in their reproduction. The originality of this contribution lies in the analysis of motherhood

as a space of coloniality, that is, as a network of power relations of a patriarchal, racial and class order that

classifies and hierarchizes Peruvian women, which is a social feature that remains to this day
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