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Among the Bolshevik leadership during the first two decades of Soviet rule, the term popuchik, from the

Russian for "fellow traveler", was used to identify bourgeois communist sympathizers, whose ideological

commitment was considered too weak to be trusted. This article contributes a summary of a secret episode in

the life of Ángel del Río, outstanding professor of Columbia University, as popuchik of the communist party of

Spain and possible carrier for the communist internationalist movement during several years in the 1920's. The

data concerning del Río's secret life was recovered in the personal archive of a U.S. communist agent by the

name of James N. Sager, recently discovered in the Manuscript and Archives Division of the New York Public

Library. Despite the apparently inconsequential significance of del Río's brief collaboration in the radical

network of the Communist International or Comintern (1919-1943) in the Americas, the story serves as an

example of the unexpected and unpredictable historical nooks and crannies that the subject of international

communism can offer beyond the structured ideological and political histories of the Comintern's golden years

as a global phenomenon. Under the alias "Leandro Cabrera," del Río would act as co-founder of the Communist

League of Puerto Rico, the first communist organization in the island in 1926. The case of this well-known

scholar's secret life as a communist agent provides an interesting and hardly considered angle in the history of

the interaction between Russia, Spain and the Americas, as it suggests a transnational exchange between

members of the Iberian radical enclave and the American hemisphere long before the Spanish Civil War

opened the way for this sort of historical interaction

Among the Bolshevik leadership during the first two decades of Soviet rule, the term popuchik, from the

Russian for "fellow traveler", was used to identify bourgeois communist sympathizers, whose ideological

commitment was considered too weak to be trusted. This article contributes a summary of a secret episode in

the life of Ángel del Río, outstanding professor of Columbia University, as popuchik of the communist party of

Spain and possible carrier for the communist internationalist movement during several years in the 1920's. The

data concerning del Río's secret life was recovered in the personal archive of a U.S. communist agent by the

name of James N. Sager, recently discovered in the Manuscript and Archives Division of the New York Public

Library. Despite the apparently inconsequential significance of del Río's brief collaboration in the radical

network of the Communist International or Comintern (1919-1943) in the Americas, the story serves as an

example of the unexpected and unpredictable historical nooks and crannies that the subject of international

communism can offer beyond the structured ideological and political histories of the Comintern's golden years

as a global phenomenon. Under the alias "Leandro Cabrera," del Río would act as co-founder of the Communist



League of Puerto Rico, the first communist organization in the island in 1926. The case of this well-known

scholar's secret life as a communist agent provides an interesting and hardly considered angle in the history of

the interaction between Russia, Spain and the Americas, as it suggests a transnational exchange between

members of the Iberian radical enclave and the American hemisphere long before the Spanish Civil War

opened the way for this sort of historical interaction

https://rebiunoda.pro.baratznet.cloud:28443/OpacDiscovery/public/catalog/detail/b2FpOmNlbGVicmF0aW9uOmVzLmJhcmF0ei5yZW4vMzExMDkwNjU

Título: The Spanish 'Popuchik': A Secret Episode in the Life of Ángel del Río, Celebrated Cervantes Scholar, 1926-

1927 electronic resource]

Editorial:  Ediciones Complutense 2016-12-22

Tipo Audiovisual: Ángel del Río; Hispanism; Cervantes; communist internationalism; Comintern; 

 transnacionalism; Anti-imperialist League of the Americas; Puerto Rico; intellectuals; networks Ángel del Río; 

hispanismo; cervantismo; comunismo internacional; Comintern; transnacionalismo; Liga Antiimperialista de las 

Américas; Puerto Rico; intelectuales; redes

Variantes del título: El "popuchik" español: Un episodio secreto en la vida de Ángel del Río, célebre catedrático 

cervantista, 1926-1927

Documento fuente: Cuadernos de Historia Contemporánea; Vol. 38 (2016): Dosier: "En cuerpo y alma". Rusia y 

España bajo la perspectiva transnacional; 57-75

Nota general: application/pdf

Restricciones de acceso: Open access content. Open access content star

Lengua: Spanish

Enlace a fuente de información: Cuadernos de Historia Contemporánea; Vol. 38 (2016): Dosier: "En cuerpo y 

 alma". Rusia y España bajo la perspectiva transnacional; 57-75  1988-2734 0214-400X

Otras relaciones:  https://revistas.ucm.es/index.php/CHCO/article/view/54290/49638 /*ref*/Alba, Victor: The 

 Communist Party in Spain, New Brunswick, NJ and London, UK, Transaction Books, 1983 /*ref*/Brown, Andrew: 

 J.D. Bernal: The Sage of Science, Oxford, Oxford University Press, 2007 /*ref*/Caute, David: The Fellow 

 Travellers: The Intellectual Friends of Communism, New Haven, Yale University Press, 1988, c1973 /*ref*/Carr, 

Barry: "Across Seas and Borders: Charting the Webs of International Communism in the Circum-Caribbean, 1910-

1940," en Luis Roniger, James N. Green, Pablo Yankelevich (eds.), Exile and the politics of exclusion in the 

 Americas, Sussex, GB, Sussex Academic Press, 2014, pp, 217-240 /*ref*/David-Fox, Michael: Showcasing the 

Great Experiment. Cultural Diplomacy and Western Visitors to the Soviet Union, 1921-1941, Oxford y New York, 

 Oxford University Press, 2011 /*ref*/Devés-Valdés, Eduardo: "Las redes de la intelectualidad periférica entre 1920 

y 1940: Intento de una cartografía y de un planteamiento teórico", Cuadernos del CILHA, Vol. 12, Núm 1 (enero-

 junio, 2011): 92-108 /*ref*/Devés-Valdés, Eduardo: Redes intelectuales en América Latina: Hacia la constitución 

de una comunidad intellectual, Santiado de Chile, Instituto de Estudios Avanzados de la Universidad de Santiago 

 de Chile, 2007 /*ref*/Fitzpatrick, Sheila y Rasmussen, Carol (eds): Political Tourists: Travellers from Australia to 

 the Soviet Union in the 1920s-1940s, Melbourne, Melbourne University Press, 2008 /*ref*/Furet, François: Penser 

 le XXe Sieclè, Le passé d'une illusion, Paris, Robert Laffont, 2007 /*ref*/Hermet, Guy: Los comunistas en España, 

 Paris, Ruedo ibérico, 1972 /*ref*/Holcomb, Gary Edward: Claude McKay, Code Name Sasha: Queer Black 

 Marxism and the Harlem Renaissance, Miami, University Press of Florida, 2009 /*ref*/Hollander, Paul: Political 

Pilgrims: Travels of Western Intellectuals to the Soviet Union, China and Cuba, 1928-78, New York, Oxford 

 University Press, 1981 /*ref*/JEIFETS, Lazar Y JEIFETS, Viktor: "Krasnyi piligrim. Epizody biografii Djeimsa 

 Gartfilda", Latinskaya Amerika 7 (2005), pp. 67-85 /*ref*/Melgar-Bao, Ricardo: "Cominternismo intelectual: 

Representaciones, redes y prácticas político-culturales en América Central, 1921-1933", Revista Complutense de 

 Historia de América, 35 (2009): 135-159 /*ref*/Nicholas, Larraine: "Fellow Travellers: Dance and British Cold 

War Politics in the Early 1950's,"Dance Research: The Journal of the Society of Dance Research, Vol. 19, No. 2 

 (Winter 2001): 83-105 /*ref*/Piña Rosales, Gerardo: "La universidad norteamericana: departamentos de español, 

https://revistas.ucm.es/index.php/CHCO/article/view/54290/49638


grandes figuras del hispanismo y asociaciones e instituciones culturales", en Humberto López Morales (ed.), 

Enciclopedia del español en los Estados Unidos: anuario del Instituto Cervantes, Madrid, Instituto Cervantes, 2008, 

 p.462 /*ref*/Pujals, Sandra: "Embarcados!: James Sager, la Sección Puertorriqueña de la Liga Anti-Imperialista de 

las Américas y el Partido Nacionalista de Puerto Rico, 1925-1927, op. cit., Revista del Centro de Investigaciones 

 Históricas de la Universidad de Puerto Rico, vol. 22 (2013-2014), pp. 105-139 /*ref*/Rivera, Laura y Gelpí, Juan 

G.: "Las primeras dos décadas del Departamento de Estudios Hispánicos de la Universidad de Puerto Rico: Ensayo 

de Historia Intelectual", en Consuelo Naranjo, María Dolores Luque y Miguel Ángel Puig-Samper (eds.), Los lazos 

de la cultura: El Centro de Estudios Históricos de Madrid y la Universidad de Puerto Rico, 1916-1939, Río Piedras 

y Madrid, Centro de Investigaciones Históricas de la Universidad de Puerto Rico, Consejo Superior de 

 Investigaciones Científicas, 2002, pp. 191-235 /*ref*/Stern, Ludmila: Western Intellectuals and the USSR, 1920-

 1940: From Red Square to the Left Bank, Abingdon y New York, Routledge, 2006 /*ref*/Wood, Neal Wood, 

Communism and British Intellectuals, London, Gollancz, 1959

Baratz Innovación Documental

Gran Vía, 59 28013 Madrid

(+34) 91 456 03 60

informa@baratz.es


