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This article outlines the value and singularity of oral sources as an indispensa-ble methodological tool to know
the past of gypsy people. The proposal is based on the life story of an old gypsy "man of respect” from Asturias
(Spain) who was inter-viewed as part of an ora history project on the memory of gypsies about their lived
experiences during the Spanish Civil War and Franco dictatorship. Specifically, we will focus on a particular
story told by this man about an event happened in Madrid in the mid 50s and its implications for the Spanish
gypsy community as a whole. Through the analysis of this testimony and the anti-gypsy discourse to which that
event gave rise in the press of that time, we will show the complex relationships established between what was
experienced and what was just imagined in the con-figuration of memory
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