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he dry forest has a wide diversity of species of tree legumesuseful as feed for ruminants, of which little is

known. Therefore, the objective wasto evaluate seven species that goats prefer the most, to determine their

frequencyin the pasture, production of leaf dry matter and nutritional quality. The relative fre-quency in the

pasture was quantified using 20x20 m quadrants. With measurementsof the plant structure in each species,

regression models were generated for theprediction of the leaf dry matter production, crude protein (CP), fiber

andin vitrodigestibility were quantified. The relative frequency varied considerably betweenspecies (p < 0.01);

Acacia cymbispinawas more abundant. In the dry matterproduction of the leaf, the characteristics of the main

stem and the tree's crownhad a greater contribution to its estimation. The species differed (p < 0.01) in

CPconcentration, averaging between 13.2 to 20.6% and with a tendency to decreaseinMimosa polyantha,Senna

wislizeniandLysiloma tergeminaas the growth cycleprogressed. Although the species were different in fiber

concentration (p < 0.01), inacid detergent fiber greater differences were observed, varying from 14.8 to 28.7%,

an aspect negatively correlated within vitrodigestibility. The most abundant specieswasA. cymbispina. The

species with the highest concentration of CP wasAcaciafarnesiana, the most digestible wasS. wislizeni, and the

one with the lowest proteinconcentration and digestibility wasAcacia milibekii
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