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Objective. To explore the initial theoretical attempts emerged in Library Science, such as to describe and

evaluate the most consistent theoretical proposal of this field, elaborated by Jesse Hauk Shera (1903-1982) and

Margaret Elizabeth Egan (1905-1959) in the 20th century and named by its creators as Social Epistemology.

Design/Methodology/Approach. Through documentary research as a tool, we examine the institutional,

professional, epistemological and scientific circumstances that conditioned the creation of social epistemology

and the identifiers of the theoretical project.Results/Discussion. The approach made to the discourse of social

epistemology made possible to delimit the specificities that distinguish the theoretical base of the proposed

Library Science, where the special role of information, knowledge and communication in this process was

examined. Likewise, the argumentation that supports the especially sociological and communicational base of

the proposal was definedConclusions. The historical social epistemology developed by Jesse H. Shera and

Margaret E. Egan emanates from a special conjuncture, its theoretical-discursive expression is marked by the

circumstances that distinguished its time. With their proposal they began the development of an epistemological

discourse connected with the social reality; Thus, they make up the peculiarities of their choice and translated

into postulating that the theoretical basis of Library Science could only be in the existing relationship between

society and the production, appropriation and use of knowledge.Originality/Value. The study that is carried out

allows an approach to the distinctive elements of this proposal, where the epochal circumstantiality that frames

the elaborated product and the incidence of these in the theoretical discourse that is proposed became visible

Objective. To explore the initial theoretical attempts emerged in Library Science, such as to describe and

evaluate the most consistent theoretical proposal of this field, elaborated by Jesse Hauk Shera (1903-1982) and

Margaret Elizabeth Egan (1905-1959) in the 20th century and named by its creators as Social Epistemology.

Design/Methodology/Approach. Through documentary research as a tool, we examine the institutional,

professional, epistemological and scientific circumstances that conditioned the creation of social epistemology

and the identifiers of the theoretical project.Results/Discussion. The approach made to the discourse of social

epistemology made possible to delimit the specificities that distinguish the theoretical base of the proposed

Library Science, where the special role of information, knowledge and communication in this process was

examined. Likewise, the argumentation that supports the especially sociological and communicational base of

the proposal was definedConclusions. The historical social epistemology developed by Jesse H. Shera and

Margaret E. Egan emanates from a special conjuncture, its theoretical-discursive expression is marked by the

circumstances that distinguished its time. With their proposal they began the development of an epistemological

discourse connected with the social reality; Thus, they make up the peculiarities of their choice and translated



into postulating that the theoretical basis of Library Science could only be in the existing relationship between

society and the production, appropriation and use of knowledge.Originality/Value. The study that is carried out

allows an approach to the distinctive elements of this proposal, where the epochal circumstantiality that frames

the elaborated product and the incidence of these in the theoretical discourse that is proposed became visible

https://rebiunoda.pro.baratznet.cloud:38443/OpacDiscovery/public/catalog/detail/b2FpOmNlbGVicmF0aW9uOmVzLmJhcmF0ei5yZW4vMzExNzE3MDg

Título: Acercamiento a la Epistemología Social como proyecto teórico de la Bibliotecología electronic resource]

Editorial: 2019

Tipo Audiovisual:  Jesse Shera  Margaret Egan  Social Epistemolgy  Library Science  Jesse Shera  Margaret Egan

 Epistemología Social Bibliotecología

Documento fuente: Bibliotecas. Anales de Investigación, ISSN 0006-176X, Vol. 15, Nº. 1, 2019 (Ejemplar 

dedicado a: (Enero-Abril): Bibliotecas. Anales de Investigación), pags. 113-120

Nota general: application/pdf

Restricciones de acceso: Open access content. Open access content star

Condiciones de uso y reproducción: LICENCIA DE USO: Los documentos a texto completo incluidos en Dialnet 

son de acceso libre y propiedad de sus autores y/o editores. Por tanto, cualquier acto de reproducción, distribución, 

comunicación pública y/o transformación total o parcial requiere el consentimiento expreso y escrito de aquéllos. 

Cualquier enlace al texto completo de estos documentos deberá hacerse a través de la URL oficial de éstos en 

Dialnet. Más información: https://dialnet.unirioja.es/info/derechosOAI | INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY RIGHTS 

STATEMENT: Full text documents hosted by Dialnet are protected by copyright and/or related rights. This digital 

object is accessible without charge, but its use is subject to the licensing conditions set by its authors or editors. 

Unless expressly stated otherwise in the licensing conditions, you are free to linking, browsing, printing and 

making a copy for your own personal purposes. All other acts of reproduction and communication to the public are 

subject to the licensing conditions expressed by editors and authors and require consent from them. Any link to this 

document should be made using its official URL in Dialnet. More info: https://dialnet.unirioja.es/info/derechosOAI

Lengua: Spanish

Enlace a fuente de información: Bibliotecas. Anales de Investigación, ISSN 0006-176X, Vol. 15, Nº. 1, 2019 

(Ejemplar dedicado a: (Enero-Abril): Bibliotecas. Anales de Investigación), pags. 113-120

Baratz Innovación Documental

Gran Vía, 59 28013 Madrid

(+34) 91 456 03 60

informa@baratz.es


