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In the 4th century A.D. the Romans found in their own religious convictions and in their own culture reasons to

believe in the practices of the diviners. One of the main features in the pagan mcntality is to be found in the

natural events as the outcome of divine intervention and a consequence of the messages sent to men to

stimulate the execution of projects. Divination and presages will not Buffer a process of decay during the said

century and Ammianus Marcellinus seems to be trying to find in his Res Gestee justification of the practices

mentioned
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