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Is the Free Trade Agreement with the US a threat or an opportunity for the biodi versity of the Andean

countries? The Free Trade Agreement with the US is a threat for the strategic value of the Andean biological

biodiversity, a biodiversity that represents 25% of that of the world and it encompasses many unique species.

Nevertheless, it is an opportunity for the US for it allows American investors intellectual property rights over

traditional Indian knowledge without having to abide by the CDB principles nor Andean decisions No. 391,

486 and 523. As such, the Free Trade Agreement no only disavows the norms issued by the Andean

Community of Nations but it also acts as a force over the international biodiversity policies adopted by 188

parties within the framework of the CDB
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