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The study presents a comparative analysis of the aspects that characterized the child population served in a host

institution in the metropolitan region of Belém, Pará, the years of 2004 (n = 287) and 2009 (n = 249). Variables

were compared regarding sociodemographic characteristics of children, the reason for the host, age at entry into

the institution and length of stay. The results show that the profile of the population served has undergone

major changes: in five years, increased the age at which children entered the institution, which may prevent or

mitigate the consequences generated by deprivation of parental care, but also extended the time they remained

satisfied by the service, and this is one aspect that aggravates their condition of vulnerability. These data

support the argument that it is necessary to monitor over time these and other characteristics of this population,

to tailor the management of care services to their developmental demands
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