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Based on the ways in which work and employment is experienced in Buenos Aires, this article advances in the

complex world of the urban labor transformations. My argument is that the ways of understanding life and the

centrality of the notion of work forces us to think about the multiple forms of 'work' and therefore

unemployment in situated contexts. The article focuses on two issues. On the one hand, on an anthropological

perspective on unemployment. On the other hand, I am going to focus on the non-employees. The first of the

lines is intended to contribute to a debate in the discipline; the second, based on field work with cartoneros and

street vendors, refers to a particular process. The text shows that the lack of work or the delimitation of an

activity as work is a space of struggle. "Work" takes on different forms, uses, struggles. At the same time, I

propose that a perspective - still under construction - from work is necessary to understand this multiplicity. In

this sense, Argentine anthropology still has spaces to fill. And this is necessary in theoretical and analytical

terms
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