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Our purpose is to show how to use the Affinity Diagram as a technique (Noyé, 1999) for selecting

environmental problems. The justification is based on fifteen years of experience working with methods for

planning research. The theoretical foundation is based on the recognition of how important is individual

intuitive knowledge (Rochet 2004) to empowering the collective one, going from the facts to higher categories

trough successively abstraction processes by consensus without conflicts between participants. The process was

developed through the following steps: topic selection, writing facts, grouping facts, categorizing at least to two

level of abstraction, framing facts and its categories according to similarities and main problem identification
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