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This paper aims to show the significant aspects and meanings of socia representations of recycling. The
research was conducted with 28 students, ages from fifteen to seventeen years old, in Jupi - PE, Brazil. It was
used the technique of free association. Five invocations were requested, followed by an invocation considered
the most important justification for the theme which inducing recycling. Two significant aspects were found (1)
recyclable paper (85,72%) represented by cardboard, trash, bottles, plastics, metal and glass. The recurrences:
the paper appears in order to be recycled, with the purpose to prevent the falling of forests, as well as their
utility, source of financial maintenance for the family. Besides, the cardboard is important for games. Trash is
useful for formation of new objects, suitable target, being recycled, contributing to the environment, recycled
bottles and formation of objects; plastic in the sense of hard decay and usefulness. Glass and metal appear to
the processing of useful objects. (11) the importance of recycling (14.28%), being registered the evocations:
survival , man, help, preserve. From the importance of recycling, man has become a being perceived in terms of
awareness for the preservation of nature than that give to man; survival, recycling for the surviva of food, this
helps in the sense that human beings need help the environment. Preserving comes in order to protect and not
destroy nature so that does not give a return. It is concluded that there is an incorporation of circulating
discourse about the importance of recycling in terms of benefits it can give as the construction of material
objects for everyday life and as a source of income, for the protection of the environment, nature. This
recycling must be transformed into social experience
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