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This article analyzes the novel "The Dolphin” (In Portuguese: O Delfim) by the Portuguese writer José Cardoso
Pires, based initially on Paulo Freire, considering the concepts: authoritarianism, hope, limit situation and
unprecedented viability. The intersection between literature, philosophy and education has enabled a greater
understanding of the social and societal conflictive relations, thus expanding the spectrum of anaysis and
reflections. In the novel under analysis, the residents of Gafeira-afictional village where the story is set -livein
an inert, drowsy, immobile and even oppressive state. The occurrence of a crime changes the story's course and
the order of social relations. Establishing a metaphor with the lizard, the writer/narrator shows the
impermanence of what seemed consolidated; that is, the power relations between the aristocracy and the
peasantry are undone. Operating with the Freirian categories: ingenuous conscience, oppressor/oppressed, and
with several aspects addressed in the novel it is evident that the collective organization and the awareness of the
"unemployed" allow overcoming the condition of the oppressed. The creation of the Cooperative of the Ninety
and Eight is a concrete example of this. The text demonstrates that the works of Pires and Freire, even in
different languages, different experiences and distant realities, elucidate forms of oppression and structures of
power, revea the blemishes, the violence and the abuse by the elites
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