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Analitica

The aim of this essay is to analyze the ideas about commercial society among Spanish and Spanish American
intellectuals from the second half of the eighteenth century to the first decades of the following century. Specia
attention is paid to some relevant concepts like "amor propio” or "interés'. We are also specialy interested in
the knowledge of political economy and its moral implications for the idea of commercial society. My proposal
is to consider the possibilities of a Catholic enlightenment as the expression of the combination of some
intrinsic principles of the enlightened thought with Catholic confessionalism. This is significant not only for the
understanding of the enlightenment in the Spanish World but also for a correct interpretation of the first
constitutionalism
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