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This study aims to characterize the executive function: inhibitory control, sequential planning, mental flexibility

and social representations of suicide. This was a mixed-method research with a dominant quantitative approach.

People who took part in the study were patients admitted to the emergency room at University Hospital

Moncaleano Hernando Perdomo for attempted suicide from 1st January 2007 to 30thJune 2009. Data was

collected through a number of instruments: psychological clinical history, suicide risk scale of Plutchik (1994);

Buss and Perry's aggression questionnaire, Spanish version 2002; impulsivity functional / dysfunctional scale of

Dickman, Spanish version 2003; Minimult personality inventory; Towerof Hanoi Seville, Stroop Color Test 3rd

edition 2001; Wisconsin Card Sorting Test, long version 2nd edition2001; and Network Association proposed

by Annamaria Silvana De Rosa (1996). The findings demonstrated that a suicide attempt is not due to a fault in

the control of impulses, but it can be the result of inadequate strategies to solve problems
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