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Urban changes must be related to social changes. This statement assumes that the urban transformation
processes are phenomena to be considered within the general processes of socia transformation. In this way, a
specific urban space is an expression of the specific society in which it develops and, at the same time, a basic
dimension inseparable from the global processes of organization and social change. Social research on the
urban environment has considered this relationship, however, the processes analyzed, and consequently, the
dominant concepts and approaches, have varied over the years since this scientific knowledge was
institutionalized. Following this scheme, the present text is articulated by four synthetic sections. In the first
one, the relationship between urban transformation and socia change is reflected. In the second and third, it is
done around some of the traditional / new processes and approaches (respectively) in the analysis of urban
redlity. Finaly, in the fourth section, the different contributions that are part of the current issue are presented
and detailed
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