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Fascism has been scarcely analysed in populism studies. Studies that have addressed both fascism and populism

have lacked either a developed theoretical framework (in the case of fascism studies) or a minimally rich

empirical content (in the case of populism studies). In this article we try to overcome these limitations by

developing an analysis of the Italian fascist discourse, as articulated by its founder and leader, Benito

Mussolini, on the basis of the ideational approach to populism. Our analysis identifies the core populist

components of the Italian fascist discourse and shows the existence of shared patterns characterizing populist

rhetoric in different political and historical junctures. In addition to that, our analysis provides us with insights

that might be useful to interpret the characteristics of contemporary political actors connected, directly or in

directly, to fascism. Finally, our analysis shows that historical studies continue to be crucial to test and refine

contemporary political science theories
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