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The purpose of this paper is to present the findings of research sponsored by the College of Professional

Rehabilitation Counselors in Puerto Rico (CPCR-PR) whose overall objective was to present the development

of the Vocational Rehabilitation Program in the Island since its inception to the present. The specific objectives

of this research were: a) to present the historical context and legal development of the Vocational Rehabilitation

Program in Puerto Rico; b) describe how changes in legislation and restructuring has impacted service delivery;

c) identify leaders who contributed to the implementation and development of the Program by decades; and d)

analyze how development affects the professionalization of Rehabilitation Counseling in the country. The

methodology used in this research was qualitative. Analysis of the information concluded that the

transformation of the program from its inception has been constant, and has helped to expand the provision of

services and the population it serves as the growth of the profession of Rehabilitation Counseling. However, the

economic uncertainty faced in the last years presents new challenges requiring new strategies that promote the

inclusion of people with disabilities in Puerto Rico
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