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Increasingly, the screens of Latin America, in both broadcast and pay TV or streaming, have expanded their
offer of Asian fictions with high melodramatic content. In them, it is possible to find elements that approach it
and others that distance it from the Latin-American television genre par excellence: telenovelas. This work
seeks to understand the reasons behind the success of doramas in Latin America from an interpretive-
professional perspective based on semi-structured interviews with Chilean scriptwriters of telenovelas, who
discussed the series Switched as a case study. The results suggest that, among the characteristics that potentially
link its successin Latin America are, on the one hand, the rescue of elements of classic melodrama -archetypes,
a strong love story, universal conflicts- and, on the other, a restructuring of the genre linked to the Asian
cultural idiosyncrasy and the use of narrative and audiovisual €l ements attractive to the youth-adolescent public
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