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All too often phatic communion is neglected in the English as a foreign language classroom or relegated to the

level of formulaic language which merits little or no attention. In this article we argue that phatic communion

plays an important role in establishing, developing and maintaining interpersonal relationships between teacher

and learners which can be seen in terms of solidarity and supportiveness. Furthermore, small talk offers one of

the few opportunities for students to engage in meaningful communicative interaction in the English as a

foreign language classroom which is largely characterised by non-authentic language activities. Using

classroom data, we attempt to show that teachers and students actively look for ways to enhance personal

relationships as they boost the face of other interactants.
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