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The Ponkan tangerine (Citrus reticulata) has wide acceptance by consumers due to several properties; it is a
colorful, sweet, and easy to ped fruit. The purpose of this study was to evaluate ecophysiological aspects of the
response of plants of Ponkan tangerine to shading, according to relative intensity of light, in order to assess the
adaptability of this species to shade. Leaves were collected from the upper canopy (sun) and lower canopy
(shade) to determine the ecophysiological aspects. Cuts were by hand made to assess the thickness of palisade
parenchyma, number of stomata (mmp2(B) and total thickness of the leaf. Cross-sections of the middle part of
leaves were obtained to assess the parenchyma, using a body-of-evidence, and for the stomata cuts were made
on the abaxial surfaces. Chlorophyll was extracted from the leaves of Ponkan Tangerine and subsequently
measured in a spectrophotometer at wave lengths 645nm and 663nm The ratio between chlorophyll a and b
tended to increase with increased intensity of light. Shading did not affect the anatomical characteristics of
Ponkan tangerine plants. However, chlorophyll levels were different in sun and shade leaves
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