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The wetlands in Southern Cordoba are the geographical presentation of a meaningful group of lakes (with
different sizes and features) that, in the Campifia Alta, constitute a valuable example of endorreism in inner
Andalusia. They reunite an ancient integration within the surrounding agricultural areas, from which they have
been historically part of, and the preservation of a set of environmental values that, at the end of the 20th
century, attracted naturalists to the point of turning these wetlands into the epitome of the urgent need to pass
protecting measures to shield that biotic wealth and, later, landscape richness. As a powerful environmentaly
valuable counterpart of the mighty olive grove agriculture surroundings, the landscape singularities and its
biodiversity were the ground for their turning into an outstanding and unique part of the natural Andalusian
heritage. All without the loss of the dense settlement and the important and meaningful agrarian landscape,
typical from this geographical setting. The goal of our study will be to unravel the circumstances and
vicissitudes that took place during this process, paying specia attention to the new interrelations created within
the wetlands and the society they are part of since their proclamation as Natural Protected Areas
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