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The affective dimension is essential for analyzing the way employers and female household workers reflect on
and rationalize social relations that combine physical proximity and social distance in the field of domestic
service in the city of Buenos Aires. Drawing on some of Norbert Elias' ideas, | use affectivity as a central
concept to analyze the different stages involved in the relationships between those agents, while grasping their
flexible, ambiguous, and evolving nature. Finally, based on ethnographic information, this article inquires into
relationships that combine and interweave seemingly contradictory components (reason/emotion, affects
[reasons, love/money, intimacy/work)
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