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A political-diplomatic essay written by don Pedro de Villa and sent to the cardinal-infante Ferdinand in 1640 is

edited here. A number of arguments are presented to prove this discourse spurred the government of the

Spanish Netherlands to take a long series of actions that lead to the ruin of Saavedra Fajardo's diplomatic

career. In addition, the essay is an exemplary and exceptional source showing that the perceptions of the

Spanish Monarchy in the Holy Roman Empire were varied. The enemies outweighed the allies, but there was a

long and detailed list of princes and political leaders who were strongly or conditionally supportive, even at the

end of 1640
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