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The main objective of this research has been to find out what are the reasons that push young engineers to

emigrate abroad, what role the economic crisis, the current situation, and future prospects play in this

emigration. The qualitative methodology used in the research consisted of in depth interviews with engineers

between the ages of 24 and 37, both in Spain and abroad. Using the discourse analysis technique, the author

was able to discover the main reas ons why the respondents had migrated and their perspectives on the future.

The study concludes that the economic crisis and its severe impact on the market was the most visible reason

for emigration, but at the same time, the characteristics of what respon dents defined as a precarious, and

therefore unattractive, labour market (temporary and part time contracts, low salaries, abuse of internships, etc.)

also clearly affected their decisions. Thus, the relationship between migration and the economic crisis a lso

linked individual professional expectations to the future perspectives of the Spanish economy in general, and to

an improvement in the employment conditions of its labour market, in line with the experiences gained in other

countries. In other words, h aving experienced the employment conditions in other countries, enjoying the same

conditions was a prerequisite for returning to Spain. In this context, skilled migration could turn into a brain

drain and may be regarded as economic migration
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