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This paper examines the degree of grammaticalization of the periphrasis -andar + gerund-. For that purpose, its
syntactic and semantic evolution is studied in a diachronic corpus of examples that covers the period from the
13th century until the 21st century. The quantitative analysis of a number of syntactic features, specifically the
adjacency of the auxiliary verb and the gerund, the internal order of the two verb forms and the movement of
the clitic toward the auxiliary, shows that on a formal level grammaticalization of the periphrasis is complete,
while, at the same time, its relative frequency has remained stable. On the other hand, in the semantic range the
periphrasis displays a less consistent behaviour. Although in the course of time the verb andar loses its lexical
meaning of physical movement and the subject of the construction is faced with a weakening of control,
phenomena that point at a complete grammaticalization of the periphrasis, the existence of selective restrictions
regarding the gerund suggests that the grammacalization process has not come to an end yet. Therefore, the
case of -andar + gerund- reveals the stratification and gradualness of the grammaticalization process, which
does not affect every linguistic level in the same way and at the same time, but gradually spreads through the
different features that make up a construction
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